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MERCHANT in LONDON 
TO HIS 
Nephew in NOR TH AMERICA, 


RELATIVE TO THE 


Preſent Poſture of Affairs in the Colonies ; 
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IN WHICH et, i 


The ſuppoſed Violation of Charters, and the ſeveral © 
' Grievances complained of, are particularly diſcuſſed, 
and the Conſequences of an Attempt towards Inde- 
pendency ſet in a true Light. 


it is farther enacted and declared by the Authori 
age ur? That all Laws, By-Laws, Pages, or Cal. 
toms, at this Time, or which hereafter ſhall be in 
Practice, or endeavoured, or pretended to be in Force, or 
Practice, in any of the ſaid Plantations, which are in 
any-wiſe repugnant to the before-mentioned Laws, or 
any of them, fo far as they do relate to the faid Plan- 
tations, or any of them, or which are any-wiſe repug- 
nant to this preſent Act, or to any other Law herea 
to be made in this Kingdom, ſo far as ſuch Law hall re- 
late to and mention the ſaid Plantations, are illegal, 
null, and void, to all Intents and P whatſo- 
ever. 7 and 8 W. III. Cap. 22. Sea. q. 
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FROM A 


MERCHANT in LONDON 


F 


Nephew in NORTH AMERICA, 
Dzar Covsin, + 


Y wa Letters gave me formerly 
ſmall Pleaſure, becauſe they ſeem 
to have proceeded from a good Heart, 
guided byan Underſtanding more enlightened 
than is uſually found among young Men. 
And the honeſt Indignation you ſs 
againſt thoſe Artifices and Frauds, thoſe 
Robberies and Inſults, which loſt us the 
Hearts and Affections of the Indians, is par- 
ticularly to be commended : for theſe were 
the Things, as you juſtly obſerved, which 
involved us in the moſt bloody and expen- 
five War that ever was known : and theſe, 
| by being repeated, will ſtimulate the poor 


injured Savages to redreſs their Wrongs, 
and retaliate the —_ as ſoon as they can, 


by 
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by ſome Means or other. You did there- 
forefore exceedingly right, in manifeſting 
the utmoſt Abhorrence and Deteſtation 
of all ſuch Practices. 

But of late I cannot ſay, that I receive 
the ſame Satisfaction from your Corre- 
ſpondence. - For you are vaſtly altered from 
what you were; your Mind ſeems to be in 
a continual Agitation: you affert and deny 
in the ſame Breath; and, inſtead of main- 
. taining any one regular, coherent Syſtem, 
you blend oppoſite Syſtems togetber, not re- 
flecting on the palpable Contradictions re- 
ſulting from ſuch a Conduct. Diſcontented 

yau, and your Countrymen, certainly are to 
a great Degree: but whether your Diſcon- 
tent ariſes from a Defire of Change, and of 
making Innovations in, your Form, of. Go- 
vernment, or from a miſtaken N otion, that 
we are _— Innovations in it, is hard 
to lay. 
Give me leave therefore to expoſtulate 
with you, on this ſtrange Alteration in your 
Conduct. L have a — to do ĩt on every 
Account: and you know me well to be the 
invariable Friend tothe Rights and Liberties, 
civil and religious, of all Mankind, You 
indeed talk loudly of Chains, and exclaim 
vehemently againſt Slavery: but ſurely. you 
* pn that I can entertain . 
[4 
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diſtant Wiſh of making any Man a Slave, 
much leſs my own Brother's Son, and my 
next of kin.—So far from it, that whether 
I can make you a Convert to my way of 
thinking or not, F ſhall ſtill act by you as my 
neareſt Relation: being always deſirous of 
allowing that Liberty to others, which I 

— ever to enjoy myſelf, viz. of letting 
every Man ſee with his own Eyes, and act 
according to his own Judgment: — This, I 
ſay, I would willingly Na. ary every Man 
in, as far as ever is conſiſtent with 
Government, and the public Safety. For 
indeed Governments there muſt be of ſome 
Kind or other; and Peace and Subordina- 
tion are to be preſerved other wiſe, there 
would be no ſuch Thing as true Jer 
ſubſiſting in the World. 3 
In purſuance therefore. of this st 
Plan of Liberty, give me Leave to aſk you, 
young Man, What is it you mean by repeat- 
ing to me ſo often in every Letter, The Spi- 
rit of the Conſtitution? TI own, I do not much 
approve of this Phraſe, becauſe its Meaning 
is ſo vague and indeterminate z and becauſe 
it may be made to ſerve all Purpoſes alike, 
good or bad. And indeed it has been my 
conſtant Remark, That when Men were at 
a Loſs for ſolid Arguments and Matters of 
* in their r Diſputes, they _ 


EY 
had recourſe to the Spirit of the Conſtitu- 
tion as to their laſt Shift, and the only Thing 
they had to ſay. An American, for Exam- 
ple, now inſiſts, That according to the Spirit 
of the Engliſh Conſtitution, he ought not 
to be taxed without his own Conſent, given 
either by himſelf, or by a Repreſentative in 
Parliament choſen by himſelf. Why ought 
he not? And doth the Conſtitution ſay in ſo 
many Words, That he ought not ?—Or 
doth it ſay, That every Man either hath, 
or ought to have, or was intended to have 
a Vote for a Member of Parliament ? No, 
by no Means: the Conſtitution ſays no 
ſuch Thing. But the Spirit of it doth ; and 
that is as good, perhaps better. Very well: 
See then how this ſame Spirit will preſently 
wheel about, and affert a Doctrine quite re- 
pugnant to the Claims and Poſitions of you 
Americans. Magna Charta, for Example, is 
the great Foundation of. Engliſh Liberties, 
and the Baſis of the Engliſh Conſtitution. 
But, bythe Spirit of Magna Charta, all Taxes 
laid on by Parliament are conſtitutional, legal 
Taxes; and Taxes raiſed by the Preroga- 
tive of the Crown, without the Conſent of 
Parliament are illegal. Now remember, 
young Man, That the late Tax or Duties 
upon Stamps was laid on by Parliament; 
and therefore, according to your own * 
0 
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of reaſoning, muſt have been a regular, 
conſtitutional, legal Tax. Nay more, the 
principal End and Intention of Magna 
Charta, as far as Taxation is concerned, 
was to aſſert the Authority and Juriſdiction 
of the three Eſtates of the Kingdom, in Op- 
poſition to the ſole Prerogative of the King: 
fo that if you will now plead the Spirit of 
Magna Charta againſt the Juriſdiction of 
Parliament, you will plead Magna Charta 
againſt itſelf. | | 

Leaving therefore all theſe ſhifting, un- 
ſtable Topics, which, like changeable Silks, 
exhibit different Colours, according as they 
are viewed in different Lights ; let us from 
the Spirit of the Conſtitution, come to the 
Conſtitution e For this is a plain, ob- 
vious Matter of Fact: and Matters of Fact 
are ſaid to be ſtubborn Things. Now the 
firſt Emigrants, who ſettled in America, 
were certainly Engliſh Subjects: ſubject to 
the Laws and Juriſdiction of Parliament, 
and conſequently to parliamentary Taxes, 
before their Emigration; and therefore ſub- 
jet afterwards, unleſs ſome legal, conſtitu- 
tional Exemption can be produced. 

Now this is the Queſtion, and the ſole 
Queſtion between you and me, reduced to 
a plain, ſingle Matter of Fact. Is there 
therefore any ſuch Exemption, as here pre- 
| "FO | tended ? 


Tordially agree, that you oug 


11 
tended? And if you have it, why do you 
not produce it P— The King, you ſay, 


_ © hath granted Charters of Exemption to 


« the American Colonies. This is now 
coming to the Point: and this will bring the 
Diſpute to a ſhort Iſſue. Let us therefore 
firſt enquire, Whether he could legally and 
conſtitutionally grant you ſuch a Charter? 
And ſecondly, Whether he did ever ſo much 
as attempt to do it? And whether any fuck 
Charters are upon Record? 

Now, upon the firſt ſettling of an Engliſh 
Coley, and before ever you, Americans, 


could * choſen any Repreſentatives, and 


therefore before any Aſſembly of ſuch Re- 
preſentatives could have bly met. — to 
whoſe Laws, and to what legiſlative Power 
were you then ſubject? To the Engliſh 
moſt undoubtedly ; for you could have been 
Subject to no other. Vou were Engliſhmen 
yourſelves; and you carried the Engliſh Go- 
vernment, and an Engliſh Charter over along 
with you. This being the Caſe, were you 
not then in the ſame Condition, as to Con- 
ſtitutional Rights and Liberties, with the 
reſt of your Fellow - ſubjects, who remained 
in England ? Certainly you were. -I moſt 
ht not to have 


been placed in = worſe; and *. A you 
hed no Right t0 Ts a better at 
ere- 


121 

therefore, that the Crown had been ſo ill 
adviſed, as to have granted a Chafter to any 
City or County here in England, pretending 
to exempt them from the Power and Juriſ- 
diction of an Engliſh Parliament; — what 
would the Judges ? what would the 
Lawyers? nay, what would you Ameri- 
| cans have ſaid to it? Apply this now to your 
own Caſe : for ſurely: you cannot with to 
have it put upon a fairer footing : try there- 
fore, and ſee, and then tell me; is it poſſible 
for you to believe, that the King has a Power 
veſted in him by the Conſtitution of dividing 
his Kingdom into ſeveral i States, 
and petty Kingdoms, like the Heptarchy in 
the I imes of the Saxons ? Or can you really 
imagine, that he could crumble the Parlia- 
mentary . Authority and juriſdiction, were 
he ſo minded, into Bits and Fragments, by 
aſſigning one. Parliament to ane City or 
Fee! n fro ns. 

s it poſſible, I ſay, for to believe 
Abſurdity fo grols and pang | And — 
groſs and palpable as this Abſurdity is, you 
muſt either belicye it, or adopt a ſtill greater, 
viz. that, though-the King cannot does. 
ſtrange things in England, yet be can. d 
them all in America; becauſe 75 
Prerogative, like Wire coiled up in 
can be ſtretched and drawn out . 

-Th | any 
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of Parliament. But upon 
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any Length, according to the Diſtance and 


Extent of his Dominions. Good Heavens 


what a ſadden Alteration is this! An Ame- 


rican pleading for the Extenſion of the Pre- 


ive of the Crown? Tes, if it could 


rogati 
make for his Cauſe; and for extending it 


too d all the Bounds of Law, of Rea- 
ſon, and of Common Senſe ! 

But though I have for Argument's ſake, 
and merely to confute youin your own Way, 
here ſuppoſed, that the Crown had been fo 
ill adviſed, as to grant Charters to the Colo- 
nies ſo unconſtitutional and illegal, as theſe 
undoubtedly muſt have been; — yet the 
Fact itſelf is far otherwiſe *; for no ſuch 


Charters were ever granted. Nay, many of 


your Colony Charters aſſert quite the con- 
trary, by containing expreſs Reſervations of 


2 Princes claimed a Ki abt, "and | frequency 
exerciſed the Power of levying Taxes, 222 oſenc 
frog the this ſuppoſed 
Right, which cot Charles I. Is Creun, and. hia Life, 
was not inſiſted on in any of the Charters, and was expreſaly 
up in that which was granted to Lord Baltimore for 
Marland, Now this Clauſe, which js nothing. more than 
the Renunciation objolete Prerogative, is e 
News Papers, as if it was a Renunciation of t 
* opt 4 — = 
Charter ipulated only for him/elf, 1 uc 
E dive Royal: w ich 


Parliamentary Rights, 17 that 
one of — e r 2. — 
which do not make ſuch Proviſoes in ex- 
Terms, muſt be ſu to 
imply them; becauſe the Law and Cœaſti- 
tution will not allow, that the Ring can do 
more either at home or ab the Pre- 
rogative Royal, than 3 
tion authoriae him to do. 
However, if you are Rill-doubefal,. andif 
you would wiſh. to have a Confirmation. of 
this Argument by Tome plain Fact, ſome 
ſtriking Proof, and viſible Example;—I will 
give you one; and ſuch an one too, as {hall 
convince you, if any thing can, of the Folly 
and Abſurdity of your Poſitions: the City of 
London, for inſtance a Body Politic as 
reſpectable, without Offence, as the greateſt 
of your Colonies with regard to Þ 


tropolis of he while Britiſh Empire, 


long before the Colonies were ener 
thought of, the threefold Power of - Juriſ- 
dition. ,—and Taxation in cer- 
tain Caſes : but no Man in his Senſes ever 


yer ſuppoled, that the City of London either 
was, ox could be n=. by theſe Char- 
"ters from Parli Juriſdiction, or Par- 
— Taxes z and if ay Citizen ſhould 

ar C plead 


| Newgate but 


plead the Charters in Bar to Parliamentary 


Authority, ar refuſe to pay his Quota of the 
Land- Tua, becauſe that Tax is not laid on 
by an Act. oc the Lord 


and Common Council: 1 do not ſay in- 
: do -yerily believe, that 
they would order him to andthet | Place of 
Confinement, much fitter for a Ferſon in his 
unhappy Situation.. 
And aow, my good Friend, what: can 
you fay to theſe things ?-—The only thing 
wought to fayy in. , that you did 
not ſer the Affair in its ttue Ligbt before: 
and chat you are ſincerely ſorry for having 
been ſo poſitire in a wrong Cauſe. Qonfui- 
ed moſt undoubtedly you are beyend the 
Poſfibility af a Reply, as far as the Lam and 


_ Conftiniitioniof the Realm are concerned in 


this Queſtion, But indeed it ſeems 30 me 

certain Paſſages in your Lettera, that. 

h you raiſe a teriible Qutcry againſt 
yaue Charters 3 


upon to do it. 8. s 25 eg 
p What then is , which-you; have next to 
offer? Oh! . The Unreafonableneſs | the 
e TI IEP LE 
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! and the” Cruelty of taxing h 
— aa them to 
% have Re of their on to an- 
„ ſwer for: them, and to maintain their 
% fundamental and Privileges! ? 

Strange, that you did'notdiſcoyeF theſe bad 
things beſore! „that though the Bri- 
— havbean, Gomthe Begitimitig, 
thusznreoſonable, thus unjuſt, and cruritowardꝭ 
Jon, by levying Taxes on many Commodities 


outwards and inwards, — nay, by laying an 
internal Tax, the — r Example, 


on the whole Britiſh Empire in America. 
by mnaking Laws to 

affect your Property, v. your Paper Cur-- 
roney, and even to take away Life- itſelf, if 
you offend againſt them; Strange and 
—— I ay, chat after you had 
ſuffered all this ſo long, you ſhould not have 
— — that you were 
in the Britiſh Par- 
your on elecking, till this en- 


ge, Paper opened: 
ax 
And Tex wpan Poper pt you have 
—— for ſo many Generations, and 
yet did not know, thar' you wers'Slives uſt» * 
til now. 1 1595 rA Wei 7 
But let that paſs; Ee Coaſm forT 
always chooſe to confute you in your own 


ha Oy ps, a 
C 2 


* AInj 
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by the Words unreaſonable, unjuſt, and 
cruel, as uſed in this Diſpute; you muſt 
mean, "that the Mother deals worſe 
by you, than by the Inhabitants of Great 
Biitain ; and that ſhe deres certain Conſti- 
rational Rights and Privileges to you abroad, 
which we enjoy here at home. Now pray 
what are thoſe Conſtitutional Rights and 
Liberties,” which are refuſed to you ?- Name 
them, if you can.—The things, which you 
pretend bs ledge are, © The Rights of vot- 
« ing for Members of the Britiſh/-Parlia- 
_ < ment; and the Liberty of choofing your 
< own: Repreſentatives.” - But furely you 
will not dare to ſay, that we refuſe: your 
Votes, when you come hither to offer 
them, and chooſe to poll: you cannot have 
the Face to aſſert, that on an Election Day 
any Difference is put between the Vote of a 
Man born in America; and of one born 
here in England. Vet this you muſt aſſert, 
and prove too, before you can do any thing 
to the preſent Purpoſe. Suppoſe therefore, 
that an American hath a Vote (as 
he legally may, and many have done) in any 
of our Cities or Counties, Towns, — 
'roughs ; ſuppoſe, that he is become a Free- 
"Iman, or a Frecholder here in England;: 
on that State of the Caſe, prove if you can, 
Wat his Vote was ever refuſed, becauſe he 
* 1 Vas 
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was born in America: — Prove this, I ſay, 
and then I will allow, that your Complaints 
are very juſt ; and that you are indeed the 
much — 4 the .cruelly-treated People, 
you would make the World believe. 

But, my good Friend, is this ſup 


ſed 
Refuſal the real. Cauſe of your Complaine? 
Is this the Grievance that calls fo loudly for 
Redreſs?, Oh |. no, you have no Complaint 
of this ſort to make: but the Cauſe of your 
Complaint is this; that you live. at too great 
4 Diſtance from the Mother. Country to be 
t at our Engliſh Elections; and that 
in Conſequence of this Diſtance, the Free- 
dom of our Towns, or the Freeholds in our 
Counties, as far as voting is concerned, are 
not worth attending to. It may be ſo; but 
pray conſider, if you yourſelves do chooſe 
to make it inconvenient for you to come and 
vote, by retiring into diſtant Countries, 
what is that to us? And why are we to be 
oached for committing a Violation on 
the Birth- rights of Engliſhmen, which; if 
it be a Violation, is committed only by 
< yourſelves ? It ſeems, you find it to be your 
ular Intereſt to live in the. Colonies ; 
it ſeems, that yow prefer the Emoluments 
of reliding there to your Capacity, or Capa- 
bility: (take which Word you pleaſe). of re- 
eee Now this is 1 
| 4 
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by 


T 


ou | 
wry boull ber to her dutiful Chid- 
Yes, 


i 


5 


1 


"However, the Lion js actors = | 
as hin painted and till we are beaten 
e its tw ha hoped, that we 
2 allowed to expoſtulate wich you in a 
few- harmlefs, unbloody Words.  Grant- 
ing therefore, that the Colonies are unte- 
preſented in the Briziſn Parliament: Gram 
20g that two Millions of People in America 
| have, in this reipect, no Choice, nor Elec- 
nion of their own, through the Neceſſuy of 
he Cuſe, and theic Diſtance from the Place 
_ of Hleftion :+—What would you inſer 
his Concefſion ? And: wherein. can 
Rand of Topics ' ſupport your Cauſe ?. For 
Snow, young Man, p not only two 
* are the ud. that, your 
ang * __ 


London, and of feverdl 
that I never had a Vote. Mercover, in 


L 30 i 
exaggerated Actounts can be fwalleg) Dos 
I fay, not only; two, Millions,. but fix, Mil-, 
lions at leaſt of the e TR Bri- 


tain, are ſtill unrepreſented che Britin 
Patliament. Anu n 
from the Neceſſity of the Cafe, not from 


een eee 
you, but from original Ideas of Gothic vai 
ſalajje, from 4 Caſualiies and * Al 
cients, from Changes in the Nature af 
Property. Atem 7 of Times 
and Circumſtanctes . and fror a thouſand 
other Cauſes, Thus, for Examiple, ih the 
. 3 and in many other Cities: 


wilt bath no 
Win Nee A and Lena 


holds of * Kinds tre none 1 


ſeſſed of er a landed Property ia 
nefith] Leaſcholds in the Coliitry; and yet | 


Towns neither Freedom, nor Birth. right; b 
not the ſerv ing of an Apprenticeſhi * 
entitle a Man to give 4 Vete though. the 
may enable him to {et up 4 Trade: In other 
Towns the troſt numerous, the moſt 
any and flouriſhing of any, there _—_ 

rec 

| * 
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Freedotns or Votes of any Sort; but all is 
open; and none are And be- 
ſides all this, it is well known, that the 
geat Eaſt India Company, which have ſuch 
_ vaſt Settlements, and which diſpoſe of the 
Fate of Rings and Ki abroad, have 
not ſo much a8 2 ſingle Member, or even a 
e Vote, 9 a C to watch 
. over their Intereſts at home. What like- 
te ſhall we ſay in regard to the prodi- 
number of Stock- holders in our public 
unds? And may not their Property, per- 
haps little ſhort of Ong HunNDrED MILLTONS 

Sterling, as much deſerve to be | 
in Parliament; as the ſcattered Townſhips, 
or ſtragg ling Houſes of ſome of your Pro- 
Vinces in N yet we raiſe no Com- 
motions; we neither ring the Alarm- Bell, 
nor found the Trumpet; but ſubmit tobe 
_ taxed without being repreſented; and | 
- taxed; too, let me tell you, for your Sakes. 
Witneſs the additional Duties on our Lands, 
Windows, Houſes; —alſo on our Malt, 
Beer, Ale, „Petry Wines, Brandy, 
Row; Coffee; Chocolate, c . r 
diefraying 8 the late War,— 
not forgetting the grievous Stamp- Duty it- 
ſelf. All: this, „ 02 e 
vo were, or at leaſt, hen you — 2 2 
— in great Diſtreſs ; ſo that neither Men, 
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almoſt 


1 
almoRt to the laſt Drop of Blood we could 
I, nor Money; to the laſt Piece of Coin, 
te ſpared: but all was granted away, all 
was made a Sactifice, when you cried out 
fot Help. And the Debt which we con- 
ttacted on this Oveaßon, is fo extraordinary; 
as not to de parallelled in Hiſtory.— It is to 
„ for the Credit of human Nature, 
that the Returns which you have made us 
fot theſe Succotirs; and your pteferit Beha- 
viour —_— us, Which perhaps are ſtill 
more extraor , may not be parallelled 
e 
But as you Americans do not chuſe to 
femember any thing, which we have done 
for you ;—though we, and our Children 
mall have Cauſe to remember it tilt lateſt 
Poſterity ; — let us come to the Topic, 
which you yourſelves do with. to reſt your 
Cauſe upon, and which you imagine to be 
the” Sheet Anchor of your State Veſſel. 

Tod are not reprefented; and 
«Two Milſions : thetefore you ought not 
*to be'taxed.” We are not repreſented ; 
am we are Six Millions: therefore we ought 
hot to de taxed. Which now, even in your 
own Senſe of Things, have moſt Reaſon to 
cOnplam? And which Grievance, if it be 
a Grievance, deſerves firſt to be redreſled ? 
Be it therefore ſuppoſed, that an Augmen- 
284 D tation 
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tation ought to take place in our Houſe of 
Commons, in order to repreſent in Parlia- 
ment the prodigious Numbers of Britiſh 
Subjects hitherto un nted. In this 
Caſe the firſt Thing to be done, is to ſettle 
the Proportion. And therefore if Two 
Millions (the Number of Perſons actually 
repreſented at preſent) require Five hun- 
dred and F ifey-cight 2 (which 
I think is the Number of our modern Houſe 
of Commons) how many will Six Millions 
require — The Anfwer is, that they will 
require One thouſand Six hundred and Se- 
venty-four R ives.” Now this is 
the firſt Augmentation,iwhich is to be made 
to our Liſt of Parliament Men. And after 
the Increaſe, we are to be furniſhed, by the 
fame Rule of Proportion, with Five hun- 
dred and Fiſty- eight more from the Colonies. 
So that the total Numbers will be Two 
ThOUSAUDD SEVEN, HUNDRED AND NIN E- 
TY REPRESENTATIVES IN PARLIAMENT! 
A goodly. Number truly! and very proper 
for the Diſpatch of Buſineſs! Oh, the De- 
cency and Order of ſuch an Aſſemblyl The 
Wiſdom and Gravity of Two thouſand Se- 

ven hundred and Nin all met 
| in one Room! What a Pity is it, 
that ſo. hopeful a Project ſhould not n 
_ into immediate Execution 1 5 
; 
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But, my noble Senator; for | certainly 
you yourſelf muſt figure away in ſuch an au- 
guſt Aſſembly permit an old Man to re- 
veal one Secret to you, before you proceed 
any farther in your repreſenting Scheme: 
viz, That the Complaint itſelf of being an- 

ented, is entirely falſe and groundleiſs. 
For both'the Six Millions at home, and the 
Two Millions in the Colonies, are all repre- 
ſented already. This perhaps may ſtartle 
you: but nevertheleſs this is the Fact. And 
though I have hitherto uſed a different Lan- 
guage merely to accommodate myſelf to 
your Ideas, and to confute your Folly in 
your own Way, I muſt now tell you, that 
every Member of Parliament repreſents you 
and me, and our Intereſts in all eſſential 
Points, juſt as much as if we had voted for 
him, For though one Place, or one Set of 
Men may elect; and fend him up to Parlia- 
ment, yet, when once he becomes a Mem- 
ber, he is then the equal Guardian of all. 
And he ought not, by the Duty of his Of- 
fice; to ſhew a Preference to his own Town, 
City, or County, but in ſych Caſes only, 


where a Preference ſhall not interfere with 


the 


Good. Nay, he ought in Con- 
ſrience to give his Vote in Parliament 

the Senſe, and the Inſtructions of 
Por Electors, if he ſhould think in his Con- 
D 2 ſcience, 
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ſcience, that what they require, is wrong 
in itſelf, is illegal or injuxious, and detri- 


mental to the public Welfare. This then 


heing the Caſe, it therefore follows, that 

our Br mingh . Mancheſter 85 Leeds, Ha- 
Ns, &c. and yeur Boſtons, New-Yorks, 
and Philadlphizs, are all as really, though 
not ſo nominally repreſented, as any Part 
whatſoever of the Britiſh Empire —Apd 


that each of theſe Places have in Fact, in- 
ſtead of one or two, not leſs than Five hun- 


dred and ift y-eight Guardians in the Bri- 
tiſh Senate. A Number abundantly ſuffi- 
cient, as far as human Prudence Can 
geſt, or the preſent ampperfeQ State of 
Things will permit, Fg Security of our 


| 5 and the Preſeryation of qur Ler- 


But perhaps 118 will ſay, That though 
may be aSenator's Du wy to regard the W . 
rather than a Part, and to be the equal Pro- 
tector of all et he will, in fact, regard 
that moſt, which can beſt promote his own 
Intereſt, and ſecure. his Klection another 
Time. It may he ſo: For Who can guard 
gt all Poſbbility of Danger ? Ang what 
ſtem can there be deviſed, but may be at- 
= with Inconyeniences and rfec= 
_ Hons" in ſome ep Bey: or other? Never- 


hing, 


4 


4 
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Thing, it proves a great deal too much; 


For it proves, that no Man ought to pay 
any Tax, but that only, to which the Mem- 
ber of his own Town, City, or | 
hatb particularly aſſerted: becauſe all other 
Members being choſe by other Perfons, 
and not by him, and perhaps by Perſons of 
an oppoſite Intereſt, are therefore not hit 
Repreſentatives, and conſequently not the 
true Guardians of bis Property. — Being 


therefore wihout @ Repreſentative in ſuch a 


Parliament, he is under no Qbligation to 
obey its Laws, or pay any of its Taxes, 
Where now, my Friend, will you turn? 
And what can you do, to extricate yourſelf 
from the Difficulties which ariſe on all Sides 
on this Qccaſion? You cannot turn about, and 
ſay, that the other Repreſentatives, whom 
this Man never choſe, and for whom he 
my be wad 9 — 8 
perhaps ar ave 
nevertheleſs a Right of taxing him, be- 
cauſe he malges a Part of the Body Politic 
implied in, and concluded by the reſt; 
you cannot ſay this, becauſe the NoeTzINE 
of 'IMPLICATIQN is the very Thing to 
which you object, and againſt which you 
have raiſed' ſo many Batteries of popular 
Noiſe and Clamour. Nay, as the Objec- 
tion is entirely of your on making, it muſt 
. I 80 
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go ſtill further: for if your Argument is 
good for any thing, it is as good for North 
America as it is for Great Britain: and con- 
ſequently you muſt maintain, that all thoſe 
in your ſeveral Provinces who have no Votes 
(and many Thouſands of ſuch there are) 
and alſo all thoſe Votes, whoſe Repreſenta- 
tives did not expreſſy conſent to the Act of 
your Aſſemblies for raiſing any of your own 
ar won \Taxes,—ought not to be com- 
to pay them. Theſe now are the 
leer Conſequences of your own Princi- 
2 , fairly, clearly, and ee deduced : 
ill you abide by them 
But however, ot 00 puſh you into more 
Abſurdities of this Kind, let us wave the 
t Point, and come to another. For, 
after all your doleful ints, what if 
it ſhould appear, that theſe Five hundred 
and Fifty-cight Parliamentary Guardians, 
who repreſent you only by Implication, have, 
in Fact, been kinder and more bountiful to 
you Americans, than have been to 
their own Britiſh Voters, whom they repre- 
ſent by Nomination? And, what if even 
this Argument, ſo full of Sorrow and La- 
mentation, ſhould at laſt be retorted upon 
you, and made to conclude, like all the 
reſt, the very Reverſe of what you intend- 
ed? Thu, eee is what you little ex- 
| + pected; 


1. 23 J | 
peed : but nevertheleſs, this is the Caſes 
For if there be any Partiality to be com- 

ined of in the Conduct of the Britiſh Par- 
iament, it will appear to be a Partiality in 
Favour of the Colonies, and againſt the 
Mother Country. — Do you demand my 
Authority for this Aſſertion ? I will give it 
you: The Statutes of the Realm are my Au- 
thority; and ſurely you cannot demand a 
better. By theſe then it will appear, that 
a Coloniſt, and conſequently ſubordinate to 
the Mother Country-in the very Nature of 
Things, is nevertheleſs put upon a better 
Footing, in many Reſpects, than an Inha- 
bitant of Great Britain. By theſe it will 
appear, that the Parliament, like an over 
indulgent Parent to a favourite, froward 
Child, hath been continually heaping Fa- 
vours upon you, which we. were not per- 
mitted to taſte. - Thus, for Example, you 
have your Choice, whether you will accept 
of my Price for your Tobacco, —or after 
bringing it here, whether you will carry it 
away, and try your Fortune at another 
Market: but I have no alternative allowed, 
being obliged to buy yours at your own 
Price; or elſe to pay ſuch a Duty for the 
Tobacco of other Countries, as muſt 
amount to a Prohibition. Nay, in order 
to favour your Plantations, I am not per- 
1 mitted 
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tate, though the Soil ſhould! be ever {6 pro- 
per for it. Again, the ſame Choice, and the 
lame Alternative are. atlowed- to you, and 
denied to me, in regard to Rice z with this 
additional Advantage, that in many Re- 
ſpecs you need not bring it into England at 
all, . unleſs you are ſo minded. And what 
will you ſay in Relation to Hemp? The 
Parliament now gives you — 
per. Ton for exporting your Hemp 
— but —— — 
for growing it here in England ; nay, 

tax me very ſeverely for it from 
any other Country; though it be an Ar- 
ticle moſt —_— neceſſaty for all 2 
Purpoſes of and. Navi 
— id to the Culture Row 
Silk, you have an: immenſe Parliamentary 
Premium for that Purpoſe ; and you teceive 
farther Encouragements from out Society for 
Arts and Sciences, which is eontnually add- 


Encouragement either from the one; or from 
the other, to bear my Expences at firſt ſet - 
ting out z — undeniably the 
white Mulberry- Trees can thrive as well 
on my Grounds, as t 
land, Brandenbufgh, Denmark, or Swe- 


_ where A Quai ae now gx 


mitted to plant this Herb on my own-EC- 


ing. freſh Rewards bit J can recorve-no. 


can in Switzer . - 


; 
| 


* 


Manufactures; ;—why 
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Take. another inſtance: Why ſhall-not I be 
permitted to buy Pitch, Tar, and Turpen- 


tine, without which | cannot put my Ships 


to Sca; —and Indigo, ſo uſeful in many 
mall not I be per- 
mitted to ſe theſe Articles whefever 
J can, the beſt in their kind, and on the 
beſt Terms? —No, I ſhall not; for though 
they are all raw Materials, which therefore 
ought to have been imported Duty free, yet 
1 — n n. 85 * Duty, almoſt 
equal to a Prohibition, from purchafi 
them any where, but from you: herons 
you on the contrary, are paid a Bounty for 
ſelling theſe very Articles, at the only Mar- 
ket, in which you could ſell them tos Ad- 
vantage, viz. the Engliſh;'* “ 
Much more. been faid on 
this, Subject: and the like Obſervations 
might have been extended-tothe Sugar Co- 
has been ſaid already (and as it expoſes our 
Partiality and Infatugtion a little ſeverely, 
rhaps too much) — in order to prove to the 
World, that of all People upon r you 
have the leaſt Reaſon to complain. 
hut complain you will : And no o foner 


| * Thake who have not the Statutes at large, may ſee 
the Things here referred to, and — others of the like 


696 
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is one Recital of imaginary Grievances 
ſilenced and conſuted; but, like the Hydra 
in the Fable, up ſtarts another. Let us 
ſee therefore, what is your next Objection, 
which I think, is the laſt, that with all your 
Teal, and Good-will, you are able to muſ- 
ter up.—* The Inexpediency and Exceſ- 
« ſiveneſs of ſuch a Tax ! a Tax ill-timed 
<« in itſelf, and ill digeſted! unſeaſonably 
« laid on! and exceeding all Rules of Pro- 
« portion in regard to the Abilities of thoſe, 
© who are to pay it!” 

Now, my Friend, had there VET any 
Truth in theſe Aﬀertions, which J ſhall 
ſoon make to appear, that there is not ;— 
but had there been ;—the Plea itſelf comes 
rather of the lateſt, and out of Place, from 
you ;—from you, I ſay, who peremptorily 
object to the very Power and- Authority of 


the Britiſh Parliament of laying any internal 


"Taxes upon the Colonies, great or ſmall, or 
at any Time ſeaſonable, or unſeaſonable. 
And therefore, had you been able to have 
proved the Illegality of ſuch a Tax, it would 
have been quite ſuperfluous to have inform- 
ed us afterwards, that this Uſurpation of 
your-Rights and Liberties was cither an ex- 
ceſſive, or an unſeaſonable Uſurpation, But 
as you have failed in this firſt Point ; nay, as 

all your own Arguments have proved the 


nan | 
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very reverſe of what you intended ;—and 
very probably, as you yourſelf was not ori- 
ginally quite ſatisfied with the Juſtice of 
your Cauſe ;—and muſt have ſeen abundant 
Reaſon before this Time to have altered 
your former haſty, and raſh Opinion ;—I 
will therefore wave the Advantage, and now 
debate the Point with you, as though you 
had acknowledged the Parliamentary Right 
of Taxation, and only'excepted to the Quan- 
tum, or the Mode, the Time, or the Man- 
ner of it. | 

Now two Things are hereto be diſcuſſed ; 
firſt, the pretended Exceſiveneſs of the Tax; 
and ſecondly, the e of it. As 
to the Exceſſiveneſs of the Stamp Duties, 
the Proof of this muſt depend upon the 
Proof of a previous Article, viz, - the rela- 
tive Poverty, and Inability of thoſe, who 
are to pay it, But how do you propoſe to 
make out' this Point? And after having 
given us for ſome Years paſt ſuch diſplays 
of your growing Riches and increafing 
Magnificence, as perhaps never any People 
did in the fame Space of Time; how can 
you now retract and call yourſelves a poor 
People? Remember, my young Man, the 
ſeveral Expoſtulations I had with your de- 
ceaſed Father on the prodigious 'Increaſe of 
American Luxury, And what was his Re- 


* 
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ply ?: Why, that an Increaſe of Luxury was 
an ee Attendant on an Increaſe of 
Riches : And that, if 1 expected to con- 
tinue my North American Trade, I muſt 
ſuit my Cargo to the Taſte of my Cuſtom- 
erszand not to my own old-faſhioned Notions 
of the Parſimony of former Days, when 
America was a poor Country. Remember 
therefore the Orders given by him, and af- 
terwards by you, to have your Aſſortment 
of Goods made richer, and finer every 
Year. And are your Gold and Silver Laces; 
o our rich Brocades, Silks, and Velvets; 
—your Plate, and China, and Jewels 
your Coaches and Equipages ;—your ſump- 
tuous Furniture, Prints, and Pictures. —Are 
all theſe Things now laid aſide? Have you 
no Concerts, or Aſſemblies, no Play Houſes, 
or Gaming Houſes now ſubſiſting ? Have 
ou put down your Horſe Races and other 
uch like Sports and Diverſions ? And is the 
Luxury ber Tables, and the LY 
and Profuſion of your Wines and Lie 
quite baniſhed from among you ?— 4. 
are the Queſtions, which you ought to 
anſwer, before at Eſtimate can -be made 
of your relative Poverty, or before any 
Judgment can be formed concerning the 

Exceſſiveneſs of the Tax. 
But 1 have not yet done with you Ka 

I 
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this Head. For. even though you were poor 
(which you know, you are not, ed 
with what you were TIO Years ago) it 
may nevertheleſs happen, that our relative 
Poverty may be found to be greater than 
yours. And if fo, when a Ln Burthen 


is to be laid on, the pro per veſtion is, 
which of theſe two 52 of poor 
is the beſt able, or, if pleaſe, E 


unable to bear it elpecislly if it be taken 
into the Account, that this additional Load 
is an American Burthen, and not a Britiſh 
one, Be it therefore granted, according to 
what you ſay, that you are Two Millions 
of Souls: be it alſo allowed, as it is com- 
monly aſſerted, that the Public Debt of the 
ſeveral Provinces amounts to about Boo, ooo. 
Sterling: and in the next Place, be it ſup- 

poſed, for Arguments ſake, that were this 
general Debt equally divided among the 
o Millions, each Individual would owe 
about the Value of Eight Shillings. Thus 
ſtands the Account on one fide. Now we 
in. Britain are reckoned to be about Eight 
Millions of Souls ; and we owe almoſt One 
hundred and forty-four Millions of Money: 
which Debt, were jt equally divided among 
us, would throw a er, upon each Per- 
ſon of about 187. Sterling. This then be- 


ing the State of the Caſe on both fides; 
| | l 


_ 


1 
would it be ſo capital an Offence ? would it 
be High- Treaſon in us to demand of you, 
who owe ſo little, to contribute equally 
with ourſelves, who owe ſo much, towards 
the Paine Expences and ſuch Expences 
n you. were the Cauſe of creating ? 
ould. it be a Crime of a Nature ſo very 
einous and. diabolical, as to call forth the 
hotteſt | of your Rage and Fury? Surely 
no:—And-yet, my gentle Friend, we do 
not fo much as aſk you to contribute equally 
with ourſelves, we only demand, that you 
would contribute j —And what is 
this ſomething ? why truly it is, that when 
we raiſe about Eight Millions of Money an- 
nually upon Eight Millions of Perſons, we 
expect, that you would contribute One 
hundred [thouſand Pounds (for the Stamp 
Duty upon the Continent alone, without 
comprehending the Iſlands, cannot poſſibly 
amount to more) I ſay, we expect, that ow 
ſhould contribute One hundred thouſand 
Pounds to be raiſed on Two Millions; that 
is, when each of us pays, one with another, 
Twenty Sbillings per Head, we expect, that 
each of you ſhould pay the Sum of One 
Shilling ! Bluſh! bluſh for ſhame at your per- 
verſe — ſcandalous Behaviour l Words 
fill more keen, and perhaps Fore juſt, 
are ready to break forth, thro h an honeſt 
Indignation: —but I ſuppreſs — 


— Per- 


7 


k 
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— Perhaps you will fay, and I think; N 
is the only thing left for you to ſay in ex 
cuſe for ſuch Proceedings, that you have 
other Public Taxes to pay, beſides thoſe 
which the Britiſh Parliament now requires. 
Undoubtedly you have, for your Provin- 


cial and other Taxes are likewiſe to be paid; 


But here let me aſk, is not this our Caſe 
alſo ? and have not we many other Taxes 
to diſcharge beſides thoſe which belong to 
the Public, and are to be accounted for at 
the Exchequer ?—Surely we have: Wit- 
neſs our County Taxes, Militia Taxes, Poor 
Taxes, Vagrant Taxes, Bridge Taxes, High 
Road and Turnpike Taxes, Watch Taxes; 
Lamps and Scavenger Taxes,  &c. &c. &. 
all of them as numerous and as burthen- 
ſome as any that you can mention. And 
yet with al this Burthen, yea, with an 
additional Weight of a National Debt of 
18/. Sterling per Head, —we require of 
each of you to contribute only One Shils 
ling to every Twenty from each of us 
yes; and this Shilling too to be ſpent in 
your own Country, for the Support of your” 
own Civil and Mili Eſtabliſhments ; 
together with many Shillings drawn from 
us for the ſame Purpoſe.— Alas! had you 
been in 'our Situation; and we in yours, 
would you have been content with our 


paying 


4 


L 32 

paying ſo ſmall, ſo inoonſiderable a Share 
of the Public Expences? And yet, ſmall 
and inconſiderable as this Share is, you will 
not pay it.—No, you will not; ne 
wor Perl, if We demand it. F 

No, my Friend, were Reblom: il. vl 
were Juſtice, Equity, or Candour 
to be allowed by you to have any concern 
in this Affair; 1 would then ſay, that you 
Americans are the moſt -ynfortunate People 
in the World in your Management * 

eſent Dune - Unfortunate you are; 
— very Attempts you make to- 
wards ſettivg — your Inability, prove to 
a Demonſtration, that you are abundantly 
able, were you but truly e chip 
Tax. For hw and in what Manner do 
prove your Allegations? Why- tr 
beat bicaking forth into Riot and: Inſured 
ons, and by committing every kind of Vio- 
lence, that can cauſe Trade to ſtagnate, and 
Induſtry to oeaſe. And is this the Method, 
which you have chaſen to purſue, in order 
46 ihr the World believe. that you are a 
er Be People? Is this the Proof you bring, 
chat the Stamp Duty is a Burthen too heavy 
ee Surely, if you had — 
tended our Conviction, you would have 
choſen ſome other Medium: — and were 


_ Jour inability,” or. Poverty the ſingle Point 
wh * in 
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In queſtion,” you would not have taken to 
ſuch Courſes, as muſt infallibly render 1 
ſtill the poorer. For in fact, * 
your Complaints of Poverty, you can ſtill 
afford to idle away your Time, and to waſte 
Days, and Weeks, in Outrages and Uproars; 
what elſe do you prove, but that you are 
a prodigal, and extravagant People ?.. For 
you mult acknowledge, that if but half of 
this Time were ſpent, as it ought to be, in 
honeſt Iaduſtry and uſeful Labour, it 
would have — more than ſufficient to 
— 2 double the Tax which j is now te-: 
5 n 

But you; wil Rill 7 that though, the 
1 be allowed (nay indeed it muſt be 
allowed) to be very moderate, every 
conſidered, and not at all exceſſive; 
may nevertheleſe be laid on, very unſea- 
ſonably ; it may ee eee 
K ill-digeſted. mA 

Now, here I muſt awn,, that Lam f 
.what- a loſs. how e becaulſe 
Jam not quite certain that I underſtand 
Your, Meaning. If, for — Hp by the 
Term illedigefed,. you inſinuatę, 

Bay would 1 f 


that the American Stamp 

the Faces of the Poor, and permit th 

to eſcape that it would affect the N 
4 and not e of Lie 


g of 


„that it would dimidiſh the Num- 
ber of _ Shi — ares of 
. theſe 


e Nature of Things 
be void of Truth We 
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at the Juncture of laying on this Tax. Ta 
prove this, let it be -obſerved;-[thae. } be- 
dere this Event, you had not beca 
draining the Mother Country dry by che 
immenſe Bum drawn from us to pay our 
Fleets and Armies, when acting in Defence 
of America and that your Jobbers' and 
Contractors: had not only — 
Blood and Vitals by their extortionate De- 
mands but you had alſo been enriched 
by the Spoils, ad by the Traffic of the nu« 
merous Calonies of France and Spain. For 
ere continually. acting the double Part 
either of Trade, or War, of Smuggling, of 

Privateering, according to the Proſpect of 
greater Gain. And while we at home were 
exerting our utmoſt to put a ſpeedy End to 
the War by an honourable. Peace on 
the contrary were endeavouring to prolong 
it as much 2s: and were-ſopplying 
our Enemies with all Manner of P 
and all Sorts of warlike Stores for that Pur« 
poſe. » Nay-; | becauſe forſooth a Part of 
theſe i Riches were laid out in En- 
gliſh U— — at that Time 
hardly a Poſſibility of — — any bur 
Engliſh, when our were abſolute 
Maſters of dhe Sea) your Advocates and 
Authors trumpeted aloud the -prodigious 
Fin. —̃ — 
oo 2 not 


at a ſuncture, when neither the French, 
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Hot conſideting, or rather not willing that 


we ſhould — that while — In- 


 dividualy were: gettifig 07 41 "09 IE; 


was ſpending NMillioas 5 oo 3 -; 
Once more: If — unſeaſonable, 
you would be underſtood to mean, that there 
was mn mel of taxing you at all at that 
ure; e "the "Mother Country was 
fill 4 able to carry the additional Load, 
tubich you bad brought upon us, 4s ſbe had 
been ro — all the ret: it this be your 
Meaning, I muſt tell you once for. all, that 
you are egregiouſly miſtaxen. For we can 
no more: we cannot ſupport ourſelves 
under heavier Taxations, even were we 
ever ſo willing: we have ſtrained every Nerve 
already, and have no Reſources left for 
new Impoſitions. Therefore let what will 
come of the preſent Affairs, let the Stamp 
Duty be repealed, or not; ſtill the Ex- 
pences. of America muſt be borne by the A- 
mericans in ſome nnen De- 
nomination or other.. Deine 1. 
- But after all; — meant none of 
theſe Things; perhaps you meant to inſi- 
nuate (though it was Prudence in you not 
to ſpeak out) that the late Act was ill. cun- 
3 — becauſe it was made 


nor — 244 _ Rear to frighten, 


—_— nor 
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nor the Engliſh Fleets and Armies om v 
Front —— a nee. Pers 
haps this was your teal Meaning : andd if it 
was, it muſt be confeſſed, that in that 
Senſo, the late Act was not weil timed; 
and that a much pr might have 
been choſoen. For had the Law been made 
five or ſix Yars before, when you were 
moving Heaven and Earth with your Cries 
and Lamentations; not a' Tongue would 
then have uttered a Word againſt it; all 
your Orators would have diſplayed their 
Eloquence on other Topics; and even A- 
merican Patriotiſm itſelf would at that Sea - 
ſon have made no Difficulty in acknow- 
ledging, that the Mother Country had a 
Right to the Obedience of the Colonies in 
Return for — n Frotec- 
— 5 19 48 * $4030 

the 2. a what i is ob 
Can. of ſuch an amazing Outcry as you 
raiſe at preſent? Not the Stamp Duty 'it- 
ſelf; all the world are agreed on that Head: 
and none can be ſo i t, or ſo ſtupid, 
as not to ſee, that this is a mere Sham and 
Pretence. What then are the real Grie- 
vances, ſeeing that the Things which you 
alledge are only the pretended ones ? Why, 
ſome of T E againſt the 
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Revivalof,certain Reſtrictions laid upon their 


Trade :I ſay, a tr Rewvel;: for; the fame. 


Reſtrictions have been the ſanding Rules 
of Government from the Beginning; though 
not enforced at all Times with equal Strict- 
= During the late War. you Americans 


could nor import the ee 


Ir n or gangs 10 tort: 


- Brer foce the — 
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— Part of he Weld, — (as far —— — 
confine) e 
and — exclude all others, under the Ps of Mower ne | — 
— in it. Thus, the Trade of the 
by Law to Od * Wer 
razils to Port ugal.— the 
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Nations (which it is your conſtant Aim to 
do; and the Aim of the Mother 41 


ways toi prevent) ſo conveniently as you can 
in Times of Peace: and therefote, there was 


— 


far as mat Branch 

— n A upon the Peace, the vari- 
ous” Manufactures of E 

thoſe of France, which — 4 
before,” were "ſpread, as: it were, over all 
your: Colonies, tothe s Detriment 
of 'your Mother Country: And therefore 
out late Set ot Miniſters 7 
Tight,” in 
Coutitry, 


— committed 

Error q or, if ning hey commited wy 
ecation- of. theſe Laws were intrufted, ex- 
coded their Inſtruct ions : there is no Doubt 
to be made, but that all this will be recti- 
ed by We t'Adminiſtration. And 
having done that, they will have done all 
that in Reaſon you 'oan” from 'them. 
But alas4 the E ion of an American 
carry him much farther: For he will ever 
ö * ſmupyle, and ſmuggle and 
complain, till all "Reſtraints are removed, 
5 
f dever he” Any thing 
* .of this, ic fill a Grievance, 2 IC 


[ 4 


ef Slavery, an ion on tlie natural 
Rights and — People, and 
+ kno not dow n be- 
Lan. nn 27 342-47 
But, my Wy Friend. be affured; that 
theſoare Reftrairits, which neither the pre · 
ſent, nor any future Miniſtry can exempt 
you from. They are the ſtanding Laws of 
the Kingdom; and God forbid, that we 
ſbould allow that diſpenſing Power to our 
Miniſters, which we ſo juſtly deny to our 
Kings. In ſhort, while you are a Colony, 
you muſt be ſubordinate to the Mother 
Country. Theſe are the Terms and Condi- 
tions, on which you were permitted to make 
— men andy they are the Terms 
and Conditions, on which alone you ean be 
entitled to the Aſſiſtance and Protection of 
Great Britain; — they -are alſo the funda- 
mental Laws of the Realm ;—ap@ I will 
add fanher, that if we are obliged to pay 
many Bounties for the: 1 of your 
Goode, and are exeluded from purchaſing 
ſuch Goods, in other Countries (Where we 
might purchaſe them on mach cheaper 
Tenne) in © order to promote your Intereſt ;— 
by Parity of Reaſon yeu ought to be ſub- 
je to the like Excluſions, in — 
mote o This then being the Caſe; do 


oy 6 — Miniſtry that, 
which 
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which is impoſſible for any Set of -Minifters 
to grant. All, that they can do, is to con 
nive a while at yout — P 
But this can be but of ſhort Duration: For 
as ſoon. as ever freſh Remonſtrances are 
made by the Britiſh. Manufacturers, and 
Britiſn Merchants; the Miniſtry muſt te- 
new the Orders of their Predeceſſora ; they 
muſt inforce the Laws; they muſt require 
Searches, and Confiſcations- to be made: 

And then the preſent Miniſters will ;draw 
upon themſelves, for dang their Duty, juſt 
the ſame Execrations, which. you no- be- 
ſtow upon the laſt. mo 
So much as to your firſt Grietace: And 
as to your Second, it is, beyond Doubt, of 
a Nature ſtill worſe. For many among you 
are ſorely concerned, That they cannot pay 
theit Britiſh Debts with an American Sponge. 
This is an intolerable Grievance.: and they 
long. for the Day, when they ſhall, be freed 
from this galling Chain. Our Merchants 
in London, Briſtol, Liverpool, Glaſgow, 
&c, &cc. perfectly underſtaad our. many 
Hints and —— to us, on this Head. 
— indeed, leſt we ſhould be ſo dull as not 
to comprehend your Meaning, you have 
ſpoken out, and propoſed an open Aſſoci- 
ation againſt paying your juſt 1 Had 


our Debtors other Part of, the 
4 * * Globe, 


* 2 


/ 


that ſuch a great and migh 
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Globe, had the French or Spaniards pro- 

the like; (and furely they have all at 
an equal Ripht,)' what” Nadie would 
you mn By to ſuch Proceedings But 
I forget: Tou are not the faithlefs French 
or 8 : You are ourſelves : You are 
Honeſt Engliſhmen. x 

- Yaur third Grievance is the Sovereignty 
of GreatBritain. For you want to be inde- 
pendent: You wiſh to be an Empire by it- 
ſelf, and to be no longer the Province of ano- 
ther. This Spirit is v z and this 
Principle is viſible in all your and 
all your Writings, even when you take ſome 
Pains to diſguiſe it. What! an Hand ! 
* A Spot as this to command 'the 
and mighty Continent of North America 
* rous ! A Continent, Whoſe In- 
« habitants double five and twetity 
*« Years! Who therefore, within a Century 
and an Half will be upwards of an hun- 
dred and twenty Millions of Souls — 
„ Forbid it Patriotiſm, forbid it Four | 


this, — — ty ah 

. panitry Ki of Great — 2 — 

« Rather let the Scat of Empire be trans- 

« ferred:' And det ir be fixt, where it ought 

1 in Great American 
Now, my good Friend, I will not ſtay 

* * ta 


L 43. ] 

to diſpute with you the Calculations, on 
* have, for fone Foam 102 projet 
tneie extravagant 3 
the Calculations themſclyes both REPS and 
abſurd 2) but I will only Gays that who we 
have the Power, we may command 
Obedience, if we pleaſe — that, it wil 
be Time enough for you to propolc the 

making us a; Province to America, when 
ben ſhall find yourſelves oe. to execute iv 


Project. 
1 er 7e 
—— 


In, the mean time, the 
befor you com 


is, What, Courſe are we __ 
2 we: to do, with you 
great and formidable People? 

. it is by the whole Tenor 31 
your Conduct, that you endeayour, with 
your might, to drive us to Extremitics, For 
no N pron or r 
on your Part, that can irritate 8, or 
provoke a Government to chaſtiſe the Inſo · 
ence, not g. the Rebellion of es ubiects, 

« yoo do nor ſeem a eee leave 
— for an Accommgdation. In ſhort, 
the Sword is the only Choice, which you 
will permit us to make; we will 
chuſe to give you entirely up, and ſubſcribe 
a Recantation · Upon thoſe Tem indeed, 


you will * — acknowledge the Power 


Sovereign States, or Independent Kingd 
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and Authority of a Britiſh Parliament: 
That is, you will allow, that we have a 
Right and a Power to give you Bounties, 
and to pay your Expences; — but no other. 
A ſtrange Kind of Allegiance this! And the 
firſt that has ever yet appeared ia hs Hiſ- 
eg of Mankind! 

However, —— being che Caſe, ſhall we 
now compel you, by Force of Arms, to do 
your Daty'? — Shall we procraſtinate your 
Compulfion ? — Or ſhall we entirely give 
you; up; and have no other Connections 
with you, than if you had been ſo many 
oms? 
One or other of theſe three will dly 
be reſolyed upon. And if it ſhould be the 


firſt, I do not think, that we have any Cauſe 
to fear the Event, or to doubt of Succeſs. 


For though your Populace may rob and 
plundet band defenceleſs; this will 


not do the Buſineſs, when a regular Force 


is brought againſt them. And 'a Britiſh 
Army, which performed ſo many brave Ac- 
tions in Germany, will hardly fly before an 
American Mob; not to mention, that our 
_ Officers" and Soldiers, who paſſed ſeveral 
Campaigns with your Provineials in Ame- 


rica, faw nothing either in their Conduct, or 


their Courage, which could inſpire them 


5 2 Pread of Wong the Provincials a 
N I ſecond 
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ſecond Time.—Neither ſhould we have the 
leaſt Cauſe to ſuſpe&t the Fidehty of our 
Troops, any - more” than their Bravery — 
notwithſtanding the baſe Inſinuations of 
ſome of your Friends here; (if indeed ſueh 
Perfons deſerve to be called your Friends, 
who are in reality your greateſt Foes, and 
whom you will find to be ſo at the laſt;) 
notwithſtandipg, I ſay, their Inſinuations of 
the Feaſibility of corrupting his Majeſty's 
Forces, when ſent over, by Means of large 
Bribes, or double Pay. This is'a Surmile, 
as weak as it is wieked: For the Honour of 
the Britiſh Soldiery, let me tell you, is not 
ſo eaſily co The French in Europe 
never found it ſo, ick all their Gold, or 
all their Skill for Intrigue, and infinuating 
Addreſs. What then, in the Name of Won- 
der, have you to tempt them with in Ame. 
rica, which is thus to overcome, at once, 
all their former Senſe of , all the Tyes 
of Conſcience, Loyalty an Honour — 
Beſides, my Friend, if you really are ſo rich, 
as to be able to give double Pay, to our 
Troops, in a wrong Cauſe; do not grudge, 
let me beſeech you, to give one third of ſng le 
Pay (for we aſk no more) in a right one 
And let it not be ſaid, that you complain of 
Poverty, and plead an Inability to pay your 
* Debts, at the very Inſtant * 


660 

boaſt of the ſcandalous Uſe which you in- 

e of your Riches... 20 a 
But notwithſtanding all this, I am not for 
=, . to Military Operations. 
or granting, that we ſhall be victorious ; 
ſtill it is proper to enquire, before we begin, 
How are we to be benefited by qur Victo- 
ries? And what F wo, Peg 8 from 
you a conque e ot an 
— Trade; . * 
Os will never the 
Cuſtom, by beating his Cultomess: "And 
what is true of a , 4s true of 


a Shop keeping. Nation. We may in- 
deed vex 


and , plague you. by ſtationing 
a great — —5 of Ships to cruize a- 
long your Coaſts ; and we may appoint an 

| == of Cuſtom-houſe Officers to patrolle 
(after. a Manner) two thouſand Miles by 
Land. 2 S thee, Thing 
againſt you, w all we be doing ar 
aurſelves? Not much, I am afraid: For 
we {ball only make you the more ingeni- 
d. the mote inven · 


rupt our Officers, Andd after that is done, 


* may perhaps oblige you to buy the 
alue of twenty, or thirty thouſand Funds 


no tt. 
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of Britiſh Manufactures, more than 50 
would otherwiſe have dote ; "= at the 
Expence of two, or thtee hundred thou- 
fand Pounds Lofs to Great Britin, ſpent 
in Salaries, Wages, Ships, Forts, and other 
incidental Charges. Is this now's © 
Trade, and fit to be mon in à coin 
mercial Nation, ſo many Millions in Debt 
already ? And yet this is the beſt, which we 
can expect by forcing you to trade with us, 
againſt your Wills, and a r Intereſts. 
Therefore ſuch a Meaſure as this being 
3 detrimental to the Mother Coun- 
ry ; T will now mended Secotid Pro- 
5 viz. to ate your Compulſion. 
_ — But what can | Hint do ? and where- 
in wilt this Expedient mend the Matter? For 
n be had at laſt to the mili- 
Power ; we had better begin with e at 
it being evident to the whole World, 
that all Defays on our fide will © only 
ſtrengthen the Oppoſition on yours, and be 
interpreted by you as a Mark of Fear! and 
not as an Inſtance of Lenity.— Tou ſwelt 
with too much vain Im and Self 
Su already; and therefore,” ſhould 
we betray any Token of Submiſſion; ot 
ſhould we yield to theſe your ill-homour. 
ed and petulant 'Defires'; this would only 
ſerve to confirm you in your preſent N- 
tions; 


'(-48 )) 
tions 3 viz: that you have nothing more to 
do, than to demand with the Form of Au- 
thority, and to inſiſt with Threatenings, 
and Defiance, in order to bring us upon 
our Knees, and to comply with every un- 
reaſonable Injunction, which you ſhall be 
pleaſed to lay upon us. S0 that at laſt, 
when the Time ſhall come of appealing to 
the Sword, and of deciding our Differences 
by dint of Arms, the Conſequence. of this 
Procraſtination will be, that the Struggle will 
become ſo much the more obſtinate, and 
the Determination the more bloody. Nay, 
the Merchants themſelves, whoſe Caſe is 
truly pitiable for having confided ſo much 
to your Honour, and for having truſted you 
with ſo many hundred thouſand Pounds, 
or perhaps with ſome Millions of Property, 
and for whoſe Benefit alone ſuch a Suſpen- 
fion of the Stamp Act could be propoſed; 
they will find to their Coſts, that every In- 
dulgence of this Nature will only furniſh 
another Pretence to you for the guſpending 
of the Payment of theit i Demands. 
In ſhort, you declare, that the Parliament 
hath no Right to tax you; and therefore 
you demand a Renunciation of the Right, 
— ing the Act. This being the Caſe, 
nothing leſs than a Repeal can be ſatisſac- 
tory ; becauſe. nothing elſe can amount 8 a 


[ 49 ] 
Confeſſion, that the Parliament has acted 
illegally and uſurpingly in this Affair. A 
bare Su is no Acknowledgment of 
Guilt; nay it ſuppoſes quite the contrary; 
and only poſtpones the ' Exerciſe of this 
uſu —— to a more convenient Seafon.. 
Con atly if you think yon could juſ- 
— — eee, of your Debts, till. 
lace; you certainly can 
Faſt — Suſpenſion of "he Payment du- 
ring the Suſpenſion of the AR. So that 
after all, the Queſtion muſt come to this 
at laſt, via. Shall we repeal the Act, and 
maintain you as we have hitherto done? or 
ſhall we give you intirely up, unleſs you 
will fabmit to be — by the ſame 
Laws as we are, and pay ſomething to- 
wards maintaining yourſelves — 

The firſt, it is certain we cannot do; and 
therefore the next Point to be conſidered is 
(which is alſe the third Propoſal) 2 
we are to give you entirely up 7—4 ter. 
having cu ge * to E Debts, whe- 
ther we ate to have no farther Connection 
— you, 4s a; "dependent State, or Co- 

ny. #3 ith 

Now in order to judge properly of this 

Affair, we muſt give a Delineation of two 
Political Parties contending with each other, 
and ſtruggling for ity :—And then 
H Ve 
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we muſt conſider, which of theſe two, in 
the Nature of Things, muſt be firſt tired 
of the Conteſt, and obliged to ſubmit. 
Bebold therefore a Political Portrait of 
the Mother Country a mighty Nation 
under one Goyernment of a King and Par- 
liament,—firmly reſolved not to repeal the 
AR, but to give it time to execute itſelf, 
— ſteady and temperate in the Uſe of Power, 
not having Recourſe to ſangui Me- 
s, but enforcing the Law by making 
Diſobedient feel the Want of it, —de- 
termined to protect and cheriſh thoſe Co- 
lonies, which will return to their Allegiance 
within a limited Time (ſuppoſe Twelve or 
Eighteen Months)—and as determined to 
compel the obſtinate Revolters to pay their 
Debts,—thena to caſt them off, and to ex- 
clude them for ever from the manifold 
Advantages and Profits of Trade, which 
they now enjoy by no. other. Title, but 
that of being a Part of the Britiſh Empite. 
Thus ſtands the Caſe; and this is the 
View of Things on one ſide. 
. Obſerve again a Proſpe& on the other; 
viz. a Variety of little Colonies under 4 
Variety of petty. Governments, —Rivals to, 
and jealous of each other, never. able to 
agree about any thing before, and only 
now united by an Enthuſiaſtic Fit of falſe 


. Patriotiſm; 


1 
Patriotiſm ;—a Fit which neceſſarily cool 
in Time, —and cools till the faſter in pro- 
portion, as the Object which firſt excited it 
is removed, or changed: So much as to 
the general Outlines of your American Fea- 
tures; but let us now take a nearer View 
of the Evils, which by your 'own mad Con- 
duct you are bringing lo ſpeedily upon your- 
ſelves. — © 

Externally, by being ſevered from' the 
Britiſh Empire, you will be excluded from 
cutting Logwood in the Bays of Campeachy 
and Honduras, — from fiſhing on the Banks 
of Newfoundland, on the Coafts of Labra- 
dor, or in the Bay of St. Laurence, from 
trading (except by Stealth) with the Sugar 
Iſlands, or with the Britiſh Colonies in any 
Part of the Globe. You will alſo loſe all 
the Bounties upon the tation of your 
Goods into Great Britain: you will not dare 
to ſeduce 'a fingle Manufacturer or Me- 
chanic from us under pain of Death; be- 
cauſe you will then be conſidered in the 
Eye of the Law as mere Foreigners, againſt 
whom«theſe Laws were made;—You will 
loſe the Remittance of 300,000). a Year 
to pay your Troops; and you will loſe the 
Benefit of theſe Troops to protect you 
againſt the Incurſions of the much injured 
and exaſperated Savages; moreover, in 

H 2 caſo 
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caſe. of Difference with other Powers, you 
will haye none to complain to, none to aſſiſt 
you; For aſſure yourſelf, that Holland, 
rance, and Spain, will look upon you with 
an evil Eye ; and will be particularly on 
$heir Guard againſt you, leſt ſuch an Ex- 
ample ſhould infect their own Colonies : not 
to mention. that the two latter will not 
care to have ſuch a Neſt of profeſſed Smug- 
lers ſo very near them. And after all, and in 
ſpite of any thing you can do, we in Britain 
. ſtill retain the greateſt Part of your 
European Trade; becauſe we ſhall give a 
better Price for many of your Commodities 
than you can have any where elſe: and we 
all ſell to you ſeveral of our Manufactures, 
eſprcially in the Woollen, Stuff, and Metal 
Way, on cheaper Terms. In ſhort, you 
will do then, what you only do now. ; 
that is, you will trade with us, as far as 
. your Intereſt will. lead you and no far- 
ther. 


Take now a Picture of your internal 
State. When the great Power which 

: combined the ſcattered Provinces together, 
and formed them into one Empire, is once 
throwu off; and when there will be no. 

common Head to govern and protect; all 
your ill Humours will break forth like a 

Torrent: . Colony will enter into Bicker- 
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ings and Diſputes againſt Colony; Faction 
will intrigue and cabal againſt” Faction: 
and Anarchy and Confuſion will wy 
where — The Leaders of your Par- 

ties will then be ſetting all their Engines to 
work, to make Fools become the D 
of Knaves,—to/bring to Maturity — 
formed Schemes and lurking 
to give a Scope to that towering tin, 
which was checked and reſtrained before. In 
the mean time, the Maſs of your People, 
who expected, and who were promiſed 
Mountains of Treaſures upon throwing off, 
what was called, the Yoke- of the Mother 
Country, will meet with nothing hut fore 
Diſappointments : Diſappointments indeed! 
For inſtead of an imaginary Yoke, they will be 
obliged to bear a real, an heavy, and agalling 
one; —inſtead of being freed 7 — the Pay- 
ment of 100, ooo. (which is the utmoſt that 
is now expected from them) they will find 
themſelves loaded with Taxes to the A- 
mount of at leaſt 400, oo0 J. inſtead of an 
Increaſe of Trade, thy will feel a palpable 
Decreaſe: and ſtead of having Troops 
to defend them, and thoſe Troops. paid by 
Great Britain, they muſt defend them 
[ ſelves, and pay themſelves. Nay, the 
Number of the Troops to bo paid, will be 
more than doubled: for ſome mult * 

ti 
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Boned in the back Settlements to protect 
them againſt the Indians, and others on each 
Frontier to prevent the Encroachments of 
each Siſter Colon Chlon p- Not to mention, that 
the Expences of your Civil Governments 
will be neceſſarily increaſed ; and that a 
Fleet; more or leſs, muſt belong” to each 
Province for guarding their Coaſts, enſur- 
ing the Payment of Duties, and the like. 
Under all theſe Preſſures and Calami- 
ties, your deluded Countrymen will certain- 
ly open their Eyes at laſt, For Diſappoint- 
ments and Diſtreſſes will effectuate that 
Cure, which Reaſon and Argument, Lenity 
and Moderation could not perfcrm. In 
ſhort, having been ſeverely ſcourged and 
diſciplined by their own Rod, they will curſe 
their atnbitious Leaders, and deteſt thoſe 
Mock-patriots, who involved them in fo 
many Miſeries. And having been ſurfeited 
with the bitter Fruits of American Repub- 
Hciſm, they will heartily wiſh, and petition 
to be again united to the Mother Country. 
Then they will experience the Difference 
between a rational Plan of Conſtitutional De- 
„ and the wild, romantic, and de- 
ſtructive Schemes of ar Indepen- 
popul den- 
And you, my Boy, after you hive played 


oy Hero, and ſpoke all your fine Speech- 
483 
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es; after you have been a Guſtavus Vaſa, 
and every other brave Deliyerer of his 
Country; — after you have formed a thou- 
ſand Utopian Schemes, and been a thouſand 
times diſappointed; — perhaps even you 
may awake out of your preſent political 
Trance, and become a reaſonable Man at 
laſt, And aſſure yourſelf, that whenever 
you can be cured of your preſent Delirium, 
and ſhall betray no Symptoms of a Relapſe, 
you will be received with Affection by your 
old Uncle, your true Friend, and faithful 
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